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L-R: Vicki Adkison, Joan Crothers, Paula Whitehead, Dionne Berrong and Claudia Gibson of 
the Mountain Regional Library System.       Photo by Shawn Jarrard

UC Historical 
Society’s
Brick Walk

To show our appreciation 
for the overwhelming com-
munity support for the Union 
County Historical Society’s 
Brick Walk, we are extending 
the current price of $50 per 
brick. Please call the Histori-
cal Society at 706-745-5493 or 
come by the old courthouse to 
purchase one in memory or in 
honor of a loved one.

his service and enthusiasm and 
wish him all the best in his 
future endeavors.”

Stone has helmed the 
libraries of Union, Towns and 
Fannin counties since March 
2015, and he was notified that 
he had been let go from his 
position “as soon as possible 
after the board took action,” the 
board said last week.

In recent years, Stone 
had pursued a number of 
new ventures at the libraries, 
including the creation of the 
“Mountain Regional Library 
Puppet Company” and the 
making of YouTube videos and 
audio podcasts.

Comments from Stone 
concerning his separation as 
director were not available at 
press time.

Nex t  s t eps  fo r  the 
Mountain Regional Library 
System include finding a new 
director, and the board plans 
to post the position at the state 
level with the guidance of 

the Georgia Public Library 
Service.

The board appointed 
Gibson interim director in 
August after reaching out to 
State Librarian Julie Walker 
for guidance, at which time she 
supplied the board with a list of 
potential interim directors.

“In order to receive 
state funds to operate a library 
system, there must be a licensed 
librarian handling the day-to-
day operations of the system,” 
Whitehead said.

Gibson will continue 
in her role as interim director 
until the libraries hire a new 
director.

“Ms. Gibson has worked 
in public libraries for 38 years,” 
Whitehead said. “She has a 
Master of Library Science 
degree from Emporia State 
University in Kansas. She 
was the associate director of 
Chestatee Regional Library 
System in Dawsonville from 
1998 to 2006.

“She was the director 
of Chestatee System until 
2016 when she retired. Before 
coming to Georgia, she was the 
deputy director of a city library 
in Kansas.”

Also new to the system 
is Vicki Adkison, who came 
aboard in July as business 
manager for the libraries, 
though the board expanded 
her position to include assistant 
directorship in September.

“Her responsibilities 
include all financial records, 
h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d 

overseeing the branches when 
the director is not available,” 
Whitehead said.

As to whether Adkison’s 
role as assistant director – 
a new title in the Mountain 
Regional Library System – will 
continue after a new director is 
hired, “that will be determined 
at a later date,” according to 
the board.

In other library news, 
citing staffing and budgetary 
concerns, the regional board 
has decided to close the Young 
Harris library branch on Fridays 
starting Nov. 1.

For tuna te ly,  Towns 
County has two libraries, and 
the Hiawassee branch will 
be able to serve local library 
patrons on Fridays.

Currently, the Mountain 
Regional Library in Young 
Harris features two extended-
hour days, with the library being 
open Tuesdays and Thursdays 
until 6 p.m.

Starting Nov. 1, however, 
the library will scale back to 
offering extended hours just on 
Thursdays. 

The Mountain Regional 
Library Board of Trustees is 
made up of members from the 
local boards of trustees from 
each of the three counties 
participating in the system.

A n d  s t a r t i n g  i n 
September, the board welcomed 
a new slate of leaders in Chair 
Paula Whitehead, Vice Chair 
Dionne Berrong and Secretary 
Joan Crothers, all of Towns 
County.
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Offer good Monday-Thursday only 
Offer expires September 26, 2019 ~ Additional restrictions apply 

Call for reservations (706) 745-5252 

1 hour guided trail rides 

$25 
with this ad 

Trail Rides at Trackrock 
Summer Horse Ride Special 

www.Trackrock.com 

706•400•2988

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
            Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 

Tank Repair & Install 
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet, GMC, Buick •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

LICENSED AND INSURED
SALES, SERVICE, INSTALL

SOUTHERN HVAC, LLC

706-400-2574
HEATING & COOLING 

SPECIALIST

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated

Vintage - Antique - Unique
Seasons Inn Plaza ~ 94 Town Square Plaza ~ 706-530-5005
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